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Outline

•One‐Year Career Development Timeline

•Personal Branding
•Networking
•Resumes

• Tips for Career Success
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One Year Plan
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M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8 M9 M10 M11 M12

Step 1 –
Personal Branding

Step 2 –
Professional Identity

Step 3 –
Professional Networking

Step 4 –
Write Your Resume/CV

Step 5 –
Job Search

Step 6 –
Apply, Interview, and Negotiate

maintain your identity

maintain your resume & tailor to specific job

early opportunities

You now. You then.

Now 
what?
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What is a Personal Brand?
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Market yourself and 
your career as a brand.

Who are you?  
What do you want to do?  

What is unique about you?
How do you want the world to see you?

Develop and maintain yourself and 
your reputation toward your brand.

Personal SWOT Analysis
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• Strengths
– What puts you above your competition?

• Weaknesses
– What holds you back?

– What about you may stop you from getting a 
job?

• Opportunities
– What weaknesses and threats can you 

overcome?

– How?

• Threats
– Who is better than you?

– Why?

Strengths

• Strength #1
• Strength #2
• Strength #3
• Strength #4
• Strength #5
• Strength #6

Weaknesses

• Weakness #1
• Weakness #2
• Weakness #3
• Weakness #4
• Weakness #5
• Weakness #6

Opportunities

• Opportunity #1
• Opportunity #2
• Opportunity #3
• Opportunity #4
• Opportunity #5
• Opportunity #6

Threats

• Threat #1
• Threat #2
• Threat #3
• Threat #4
• Threat #5
• Threat #6

BADGOOD
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Funnel Test
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Passion
Passion Passion

Passion

Tone

Purpose

• What are you most passionate about?
– Electromagnetics?

– Circuit design?

– Art?

– Computer Programming?

• Tone – How do you approach things?
– Aggressive?

– Relaxed?

– Ambitious?

– Lazy?

• Purpose – What do you want to 
accomplish?
– Win Nobel prize?

– Become a CEO?

– Help people?

Sweet spot

Funnel Test Example
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PassionEM 3D

Aggressive
Ambitious
Risk Taker

• Pursue high‐risk/high‐payoff research
• Help people

College 
professor in 3D 
printed EM

“I want to motivate students and to 
mentor them through high‐risk/high‐
payoff research in 3D printed 
electromagnetics & photonics.”
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Personal Branding Statement

•1‐2 sentences.
•Who you are, what you do, 
and what is unique about 
you.

•No jargon.  Speak to a 
layperson.

•Memorable and exciting.
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“I motivate students and mentor them 
through high‐risk/high‐payoff research in 3D 
printed electromagnetics & photonics.”

“Signal integrity evangelist.”

“I use the power of words to increase 
your online revenue.”

“Saving the world from bad content.”

Your Hireability to a Company or Organization
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Professional Networking
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#1 thing you can do to
advance your career.
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How to Network
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Networking Advice

•Do not just collect names and grow a list
• Develop relationships
• Nurture and maintain your network
• Help and contribute to your network

•Where to meet professionals?
• Conferences
• Discussion board: Quora, EDABoard, Reddit, etc.
• Social Media: LinkedIn, ResearchGate, Facebook, etc.

Slide 14
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Best Resume Advice Ever
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If you want to have an awesome resume, 
do awesome things to put on your resume.

• Good grades
• Get involved in student organizations.
• Take on leadership roles.
• Get involved in research (volunteer if necessary)
• Get involved in community service.
• Read and be aware of things.
• Demonstrate that you are active and interested in your career.
• If you want to go to graduate school, get involved in research try to 
publish as an undergraduate.
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Six‐Second Rule
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Your resume has about six seconds of the 
hiring manager’s time to sell you.

• Professional and easy‐to‐use format that conveys information fast.
• Extremely well spelling and grammar checked.
• First page is most important.
• Consider doing something unique that may buy you more than 6 seconds.

Top of Resume
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OBJECTIVE:

To obtain a satisfying career that will utilize my skills and provide growth potential.

Start your resume with an awesome summary of 
all the reasons they should hire you.
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My Resume/CV

Slide 19
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#1 Practice
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Networking

• Meet and help people
• Nurture relationships
• Give, give, get

#1 Skill

Slide 22

Communication

• Speaking
• Writing
• Graphics & Visualization
• Professional Formatting
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Miscellaneous Tips
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Write your own letters of 
recommendation.

• Write drafts for those you ask for letters.
• Have those drafts ready before you even ask.
• Make your letters different and emphasize different things.

Miscellaneous Tips
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If you want to accomplish things that 
others do not, you must think and act 

differently than others do. 
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Miscellaneous Tips
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Fail your way to success.

• Push yourself hard enough that you occasionally fail.
• Fail for the right reasons.
• Fail forward.
• Fail fast and cheap.

Miscellaneous Tips

Slide 26

Find your own path.

• Be yourself.
• No need to be like others.
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Miscellaneous Tips
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Operate Outside of Your Comfort Zone

• Push yourself.
• Take on a job and then figure out how to do it.
• “I am always doing that which I cannot 
do so that I may learn how to do it.”
‐Pablo Picasso

Miscellaneous Tips
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Electrical Engineer Business

Mechanical EngineerLaw

Math

Chemistry

YouPeople hold themselves back 
way more than society does.  
Do not pigeonhole yourself!
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Miscellaneous Tips
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Hey perfectionists…
Learn to do “good enough.”

Miscellaneous Tips
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Avoid habits and peer‐pressure that limit 
your creativity and performance.
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Absolutely #1 Thing
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Help Others

• Campus Organizations
• Tutoring
• Philanthropy
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THANK YOU!!


