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Student’s actions put multiple
research papers in doubt
Society’s Office of Public Affairs, te
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A at the University of Texas, Austin, has conclud-

ed that scientific misconduct occurred. The
finding casts doubt on several research papers in the
field of polymer mechanochemistry, where chemists
use mechanical force rather than light or heat to make
and break bonds.

Questions about research from Christopher W.
Bielawski’s lab at UT Austin were raised earlier this
year when the journal Science published an editorial
expression of concern over a high-profile 2011 paper
from his group (DOI: 10.1126/science.1207934; C&EN,
June 30, page 7).

Inrecent weeks, two more editorial expressions of
concern about research from Bielawski’s group have
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Bielawski, including a 2011 paper in the Journal of Poly-
mer Science Part A: Polymer Chemistry, a 2012 paper pub-
lished in Angewandte Chemie, and several papers that
appeared in the Journal of the American Chemical Society

years.
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Wiggins joined the Beckman Institute at
the University of Illinois, Urbana-Cham-
paign, as a postdoctoral fellow in 2013. Of-

appeared in the journals Polymer Chemistry (DOL: ficials there say she left the insti- Chemical
10.1039/c4py90087a) and Chemical Science (DOT: tute for personal — Science
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University officials say federal privacy laws
prohibit them from divulging any further infor-
mation, such as the identity of the student. Aside
from Bielawski, however, the common coauthor on
all three papers is Kelly M. Wiggins, a former graduate
student in Bielawski’s group. Neither Bielawski nor Wig-
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ANTITERRORISM Congress approves security legislation for chemical facilities

chemicals to assess their risks and sub-
mit site security plans to DHS for review
and approval. The department then re-
quires the facilities to implement protec-
tive measures based on their level of risk.
To address a backlog of site security
plans awaiting DHS review, the legisla-
tion creates a procedure to expedite the
approval of security plans for facilities
deemed lower risk by the department.
Other changes include whistle-blower
protections for plant employees who
report unsafe conditions and a role for
union representatives to participate

Congress passed legislation last week
that will reauthorize a Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) antiterror-
ism program for chemical plants for
four years. President Barack Obama was
expected to sign the measure into law.

The bill (H.R. 4007) will extend the
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Stan-
dards (CFATS) program, which DHS
created in 2007 under a congressional
directive.

It requires industrial facilities that
make, use, or store threshold quanti-
ties of any of more than 300 hazardous

in decisions related to plant security.

Securing a multiyear reauthorization
of CFATS has been a high priority for the
chemical industry, which wants more
regulatory certainty for its operations.
Congress has been continuing the pro-
gram year to year through the appropria-
tions process.

“We applaud Congress for coming
together to pass a long-term solution for
regulating security that will help create a
stronger foundation for CFATS,” says the
American Chemistry Council, an industry
trade group.—GLENN HESS
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